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CHAP.

The letters and despatches which Sir Arthur
Hardinge wrote during my absence prepared me
for a change. " The Palace tone," he wrote on
October 18, " is what the Khedive calls' Egyptian.'
Though the sympathies of most of the Beys and
Pashas of the household are, from tastes and
education, rather French than English, they are
not in favour of French political aspirations in
Egypt. Like Tigrane Pasha they fancy that
they are able to rule without foreign assistance
of any kind, and they are ambitious of place
and power for themselves and their prot6g6s
and dependants. Of the feelings of the great
body of the Egyptian people, or of any class
of it outside the official, I suspect they know
and care very little. They are mostly lax
Mohammedans, with very free-thinking notions
about religion."

The Prime Minister, Mustapha Pasha Fehmi,
was evidently marked out as an object of
attack. He had been in Europe during the
summer. Immediately after his return to
Egypt, early in October, rumours were circulated
to the effect that a change of Ministers was
imminent.

I found on my arrival at Cairo that Sir Arthur
Hardinge's account of the local situation was
correct. The Khedive, who appeared friendly
in July, had become hostile in November, It